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tignon passing in the court below.    Whereupon she set                        ji

to spitting five or six times running, and then turned                      -r

to the King and begged his pardon, saying, that she                      *|!

could never see a Matignon without spitting in that
manner. It may be imagined that devotion did not in-
commode her. She herself used to tell a story, that
having entered one day a confessional, without being
followed into the church, neither her appearance nor
her dress gave her confessor an idea of her rank. She
spoke of her great wealth, and said much about the
Princes de Conde and de Conti. The confessor told
her to pass by all that. She, feeling that the case was a
serious one, insisted upon explaining and made allu-
sion to her large estates and her millions. The good
priest believed her mad, and told her to calm herself ;
to get rid of such ideas; to think no more of them;
and above all to eat good soups, if she had the means
to procure them. Seized with anger she rose and left
the place. The confessor out of curiosity followed her
to the door. When he saw the good lady, whom he
thought mad, received by grooms, waiting women, and
so on, he had liked to have fallen backwards; but he
ran to the coach door and asked her pardon. It was
now her turn to laugh at him, and she got off scot-free
that day from the confessional.

Madame de Nemours had amongst other posses-
sions the sovereignty of Neufchatel. As soon as she
was dead, various claimants arose to dispute the suc-
cession. Madame de Mailly laid claim to it, as to the
succession to the principality of Orange, upon the
strength of a very doubtful alliance with the house of
Chalons, and hoped to be supported by Madame de